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KomMmbioTepHast peKOHCTPYKIIMS M30JIMPOBAaHHEIX IIEMHBIX M03BOHKOB Azhdarcho lancicollis 13 TypoHa
Y36ekurcTaHa 1o3BoJinia co3AaTh TPEXMEPHYIO MOJIE/b IIIEMHOTO OT/eJ1a TO3BOHOYHUKA 3TOr0 XXUBOTHOTO.
OrHocuTenbHas auuHa meidHbx mo3BoHKOB (I + I < I < IV < V> VI > VII > VIII > [X) Takas xe, kaKk y
NTEPONAKTUIIOUIOB C HEYMJIMHEHHBIMUA LIEHHBIMU MO3BOHKAMU. YIJIMHEHWE LIE€U MPOUCXOIUT 3a CYET
cpenHuX mieiHbIX T03BOHKOB (IV—VI). B HeliTpanbHO# To3uium 1es axxaapxu Obljia He MpsIMOI, Kak ee
OOBIYHO PEKOHCTPYMPYIOT, a ¢J1abo S-00pa3HO U30THYTOM, C MAKCUMAaIbHBIMU yriaMu Mexay V—VI (20°),
VI-VII (20°) u VIII-IX (17°) no3BoHKkamu. Ctparerusi KOpMOaoObIBaHUS aXKIapXu1 MOIJIa ObITh CXOMHA
C TAaKOBOU MeaMKaHOB. B mouckax 1o0buM axXaapXuabl JeTaad Hall TOBEPXHOCThIO KPYMHBIX KOHTUHEH-
TaJIbHBIX U TIPUOPEXKHBIX MOPCKUX BOA0eMOB. JIoObIua (IMMpenMyIllecCTBeHHO, pbl0a) 3aXBaThiBalach IIIMPO-
KO pacCKpBITBIM PTOM U MOT1a/1aj1a B TOPJIOBOI MEIIOK, O HAIMYMUU KOTOPOTO CBUJIETEJILCTBYET BUHTOBOM Ye-
JIIOCTHOM CycTaB. 3aTeM IPU Pe3KOM 3alpOKUAbIBAHUY TOJIOBBI 32 CUET pa3ruOaHus B 3aHEI YaCTH 1Ieki-
HOTO OTAeNa no0brya nporiaTteiBasiack. [lutanue axxgapxum Ha 60y0Tax, MOJOOHO aucTaM, MaJOBEPOSITHO

N3-3a YA3BUMOCTHU 3TUX HCYKJIIOKMX Ha 3€MJIC 2KWBOTHBIX AJISI XUIITHUKOB.

DOI: 10.7868,/S0031031X13020025

Jleraroue siepbl — TepBasi rpyrmna Mo3BOHOY-
HBIX JKUBOTHBIX, OCBOMBIIIAsl aKTUBHbII MOJIET U TOC-
MOJCTBOBABIIIAsA B ME30301CKOM HeOe Ha IMPOTSKEHU
160 MaH. JeT. DTO GbUIa HEOOBIKHOBEHHO YyCIIEIIHAS
rpyImna, AaBliiiasi B pe3yJbTaTe IUPOKOA 9BOTIOIIMOH-
HOI pagudaliu MHOXECTBO (DOpPM C pa3IuYHbIMU
amanTtanusiMyA 1 odpasoMm xu3Hu. Haubonee sBomo-
LIMOHHO TIPOABUHYTHIMU TITEPO3aBpaMU U, MOXAIYH,
CaMbIMU HEOOBIYHBIMM, OBLIM axKaapxXuibl (cemei-
ctBo Azhdarchidae). AskaapXxuabl TOCIOJACTBOBAIN B
HeOe To3IHero mesa, Korma pa3HooOpasue JIpyrux

Zhejiangopterus

MITePO3aBPOB CYIIECTBEHHO COKPATUIOCh. DTO €IUH-
CTBEHHasl TpyIina JeTalolux sIepoB, TOXKUBIIAS 10
KOHIIa MeJIOBOTO neprona. B nx o6imKe BBIIESTIOTCS
TaKuWe HeOOBIYHBIE IPU3HAKM, KaK OOJIbIIIast TOJIOBa C
MaJICHBKMMM TJIa3aMU 1103311 KPYITHOTO Ha30aHTOP-
OUTAIbHOTO OTBEPCTUSI, JJTMHHbBIC TIMHIIETOIIOA00HbIE
6e33y0bIe YeTIOCTH, ITMHHAS I11esT, KOPOTKUE KPBLIbSI,
XOIyJieo0pa3Hble KOHEYHOCTH Y TUTAHTCKUE Pa3MepPhI
MO3MHUX TipeacraBuTenei (puc. 1). Haubomee kpyri-
Hble axkAapXyabl JOCTUTAIU B pa3Maxe KpblibeB 10, a
MoxkeT ObITh 1 13 M mipu Bece Bcero 70—85 xr (Witton,

Quetzalcoatlus

Puc. 1. PekoHCTpyKIIMs CKEJIETOB ABYX NTEpo3aBpoB cemeiictBa Azhdarchidae (mo Witton, 2007; Witton, Naish, 2008). Pum-

ckumu urdpamu 0603HavYeHbI 1IeiHble TO3BOHKU (I—IX).
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2007). OHu ObUIM KPYITHEHIIIMMU M3BECTHBIMU HayKe
JIETAIOIIMMM OpraHU3MaMU.

CewmeiictBo Azhdarchidae BkmtouaeT 6omee 10 ponos,
M3BECTHBIX, OOJIBIIIE YacThlO, 110 OYE€Hb (PparMeH-
TapHBIM OCTaTKaM; BO MHOTMX MECTOHAXOXICHUSIX
aXKIapXUabl MPEACTABICHBI HE OINpEAeTUMbIMU 10
poma ocrarkamMu (CM. 0030p HaxomoOK B ABEPbSHOB
u np., 2005; Barrett et al., 2008; Averianov, 2010).
Cpenm axgapxuj 0oJjiee UJIM MEHee IOJHBIE couie-
HEHHBbIE CKeJIEThbl M3BECTHBI TOJBKO mis1 Zhejian-
gopterus U3 kKammnaHa Kuras, ogHako, Iioxasl CO-
XpPaHHOCTh KOCTE TIPEensSTCTBYeT WX JeTabHOMY
n3ydeHuto (Cai, Wei, 1994; Unwin, Li, 1997). Hau-
OoJjiee MoaHas KOJUIEKIIUS TPEXMEPHO COXpPaHMB-
IIIMXCSI KOCTEM, BKJIIOYask HECKOJIbKO HEIIOJIHBIX CKE-
JieToB, U3BecTHa 111 Quetzalcoatlus U3 mMaacTpuxTa
CIIIA, ogHAKO TOJBKO YePEeITHON MaTepual U3 3TOMI
kosutekinu orcad (Kellner, Langston, 1996). ®par-
MEHTapHbIE CKeJIeThl M3BECTHBI Takxke 1 Mon-
tanazhdarcho n3 kammnana CIIIA u Phosphatodraco
u3 maactpuxta Mapokko (McGowen et al., 2002;
Pereda Suberbiola et al., 2003). 3HauuTeIbHBIC KO-
JIEKIIUY M30JIMPOBAHHEIX KOCTEH aXkKaapXu U3BECT-
HBI U3 TypoHa Y30ekucraHa (Averianov, 2010) 1 kam-
naHa Kananer (Godfrey, Currie, 2005).

AXIapxuabl ObLIA paclpoCTpaHEeHbI B MO3IHEM
MeJly OIPEeUMMYIISCTBEHHO Ha CEeBEPHBIX KOHTUHEH-
tax: B CeBepHoit AmMepuke, EBpone, A3sun, CeBep-
Holi Adpuke u Ha bamkHem BocTtoke, oqHako nme-
IOTCSI HAXOOKM W3 3KBaTopUaibHON Adpuku, AB-
crpanuu 1 HoBoit 3emannum (ABepbsSsHOB U Ap.,
2005). B panHux ¢ujioreHeTHUYECKUX aHanu3ax Azh-
darchidae BMmecte ¢ cecTpuHCcKoil rpymnmnoii Tape-
jaridae o0benuHSIIMCH B HagceMericTBO Azhdarchoid-
ea (Kellner, 2003, 2004; Wang et al., 2005, 2009).
. AuBuH (Unwin, 2003) Beiaenun kiaaay Neoazh-
darchia (Tupuxuara + Azhdarchidae), cuuras Tupux-
uara 6oJjiee OJIM3KOM K axkmapxuaam, yem Tapejara. B
rnocjeaHee Bpems 06e33y0Oble JIMHHOILIee NTepo3aB-
pBI M3 paHHeTo Mejia Kutast Obuty BeIIEISHBI B KJIamy
Chaoyangopterydae (Lii et al., 2008). IToka He sICHO,
Chaoyangopterydae unmn “Thalassodromeidae” (Tu-
puxuara + Thalassodromeus) SIBISIIOTCSI CECTPUH-
ckoit rpynmnoit 11t Azhdarchidae (Andres, Ji, 2008;
Lii et al., 2008, 2010).

V axpapxua OOJIBLIYIO YacTh 4yepelia 3aHMMAaeT
TUTAHTCKOE Ha30aHTOpOUTaIbHOE OKHO. B 3TOM OK-
He MOMEeIIAJINCh HO3APU 1 BO3AYIIHBINA Memtok (Wit-
mer, 1997). Il1a3Hu11a OTHOCUTEJILHO OYeHb MaJIeHb-
Kasi, pacIioIoXXeHa HIKe YPOBHSI IIOJIOBUHEI BLICOTBI
Ha3zoaHTOpOMTanbHOTO OKHA. Y Quetzalcoatlus ObIT
BBICOKHMI CaruTTaJIbHBIA IpeOeHb, HAYMHABILIUIACS
JIOBOJILHO JTaJIEKO C3aaM Ha 4epelle, Ha YpOBHE 3aj-
Hell ITOJIOBMHBI Ha30aHTOPONTAITEHOTO OKHA. Y Zhe-
jiangopterus rpedeHb HE ONKMCaH, HO U3BECTHLIE Ye-
pelia mpruHaajIeXaT MOJIOIBIM KMBOTHEIM, I TpeOeHb
MOT pa3BUBAThCS y OoJiee B3pOCIBIX ocobeil. Ye-
JIIOCTHOM CYyCTaB BMHTOBOTO THWIIA, YTO CBUJIETEIb-
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CTBYeT O BO3MOXHOM HaJIWYMKU TOPJIOBOIO MeEIKa
(Kellner, Langston, 1996; Averianov, 2010). CpeaHue
IIeHEBIe TT03BOHKM (0co0eHHO V u VI) mmHHee, yeM
y JMOOBIX HOPYrUX IITEPOAAKTUIOUIAOB; OCOOEHHO
JIJIMHHBIE OHU Y MaaCTPUXTCKUX TMTaHTOB (oo 60 u
6osee cMm). IV—VIII meitHble MO3BOHKY 0€3 OOKOBBIX
OTBEPCTUI MHEBMATU3allUM 1 C 2—3 KaHaJIaMU ITHEB-
MaTU3allMU BAOJb OYE€Hb HEOOJBIIIOro M0 IUaMeTpy
CIIMHHOMO3roBoro KaHana. KopakounHsle daceTku
Ha IpyauHe He CUMMeTpUYHbIe. BTopas u TpeTbs ¢a-
JIJAaHTW Y€TBEePTOro Iajblia Kpbljia ¢ TpeOHEM Ha BEH-
TpajdbHOI cTOpoHe, T-00pa3HbIe B CEUCHUH.

ITaneobuoaorus axxgapxua TpakKToBajlach BeCbMa
MPOTUBOPEYUBO PA3HLIMU aBTOPAMM, UTO OOBSICHSI-
eTCs HEeOOBIYHOCTBIO X MOP(MOJIOTHUH, OTCYTCTBUEM
AHAJIOTUYHBIX (hOPM CpeI COBPEMEHHBIX SKMBOTHBIX
M KpalfHel CKyIOCThIO (DAKTUYECKUX TAHHBIX IO aX-
nmapxungaM. Lleapio maHHOM pabOTHI SIBASICTCS KPUTH-
YyeCcKUii 0030p UMEIOIIMXCSI TUIIOTE3 O Majle00MO0JI0-
TMU aXIapXul B CBETE€ HOBLIX MAaTEPHUAJIOB ITO TUIIO-
BOMYy pony cemeiicTBa, Azhdarcho Nessov (Averianov,
2010).

MN3yyennbiit maTtepuan no Azhdarcho lancicollis
Nessov, 1984 xpaHutcs B LleHTpaqibHOM HayYHO-MC-
CJIEIOBATEILCKOM  Te0JIOTOPa3BEIOYHOM  My3ee
M. @ .H. Yepnbimena B Cankr-IleTepoypre u B I1a-
JIEOTEePIETOIOTNYECKON KOJIEKIIUU 300JI0THYEeCKO-
ro uHctutyta PAH B Cankr-IlerepOypre. ABTop Oa-
rogapeH B.M. IItunckomy (CII6I'Y) 3a momollib B pa-
6ote ¢ nmporpammoit Autodesk 3ds Max 9.0. 5 Takke
o6naropapeH A.A. Kapxy u H.B. 3enenkoBy (ITMH
PAH) 3a monpoOHbIif pa3dop Moeli CTaThbU U 1LIEHHBIE
KpUTHYecKue 3aMedaHusi. PaGoTa BbINOJHEHA MpU
duHaHcoBoi mogaepxkke PODU (mpoekt Ne 09-04-
00222) u rpanta Cankr-IleTepOyprckoro yHuBepcu-
teta HUP 3.39.148.2011.

MOPSDO—CDYHKLII/IOHAJ]])H])IPI AHAJIN3
IMEWHOI'O OTAEJIA ITO3BOHOYHUWKA

KirtoueBbIM MOMEHTOM IS TIOHMMaHUsI obOpa3sa
KU3HM aXKITapXuU SIBIISIETCS N3ydeHre MOP(POIOrUn 1
(bYHKIIMOHAIBHBIN aHaJIM3 IIEMHOTO OTAea UX I10-
3BOHOYHUKA. VICKIIIOUUTEJILHO JJIMHHAS ISl SIBJISI-
eTcs1 HanboJiee IpKoil 0COOEHHOCTBIO aXKIapXuI, OT-
JIM4alolei nx oT 00JbIIMHCTBA APYTUX IITEPO3aBPOB
(3TOT MpU3HAK KOHBEPIeHTHO Pa3BUJICS TAKXKe B ce-
meiictBe Ctenochasmatidae; Andres, Ji, 2008). C pa3-
JIMYHOM MHTEpHpeTaureil MOABUXHOCTU IUEMHBIX
TMO3BOHKOB CBSI3BIBAIOTCS B3aMMOMCKITIOYAOIIE
MIpEeaCcTaBICHUSI O KOPMOIOOBIBAIOIIEH CTpaTernuu
axnapxua. CTpoeHue MeHbBIX TTO3BOHKOB axKIapXuL
B OOII[EM CXOHO C TAKOBBIM APYTUX NTEPOAAKTUION -
JIOB. AXKOapXyIbl OTIMYAIOTCS YIIMHEHEM CPEIHUX
meiHbIx Mo3BoHKOB (IV—VI), koTopsie mpuodpeTa-
IOT UMJIUHAPUYECKYIO (hOPMY B PE3YJIbTaTe CIUSTHUS
Tejla MO3BOHKA 1 HEBPAJAbHOM AYTU C peayLIApOBaH-
HBIMU WJIX MMOJTHOCTBIO OTCYTCTBYIOIIIMMM OCTUCTBI-
MU OoTpocTKaMu. Ha mocTakcuaabHBIX LIEHHBIX T10-
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Puc. 2. PekoHcrpykuus meiiHoro otaena Azhdarcho lancicollis B cocTosIHMM MaKCUMaJIbHOM aKcTeHCUU (a), dhyiekcuu (8) U B
HeUTpaabHOM IojoxeHuu (6). [—IX — 1meiiHble T03BOHKM; N — HOTapuUyM.

3BOHKAX OTCYTCTBYIOT OOKOBBIE OTBEpPCTHUSI ITHEBMa-
TU3ALNU.

B maTtepuane us Jdxxapakynyka npeacTaBIeHbBI BCe
9 mreiiHbIX M03BOHKOB Azhdarcho lancicollis. Han6o-
Jiee TIOJTHO U3BECTHBI CJIMBIIIMECS aTJIAHT U SITUCTPO-
deit (I v 11 nozBoHkM) 1 VI 1iefiHbI MO3BOHOK. 1151
VI u VIII 1meiHBIX ITO3BOHKOB HEM3BECTHO CTPOSCHIE
HeBpaibHOU nyru, y VIII mo3dBoHKa Tak:Ke He TTOJIHO-
CThIO U3BECTHO CTPOEHME Tejla Mo3BOHKa. Bce Hau-
0oJiee TTOJTHBIE IICHHbBIE TTIO3BOHKU 1 UX (PparMeHThI
(Bcero 20 ob6pasiioB) ObLIU OLIM(PPOBAHBI METOIOM
HEKOHTaKTHOro JasepHoro 3D-ckaHUpoBaHMUS C
MIpeaBapuUTEIbHOM 00paboTKOIM OLM(MPOBAHHBIX K-
3eMILIsIpoB B nmporpamme Poligon Edition Tool ¢ mo-
MOIIBIO COTPYAHUKOB dupmbl “Onrtuka-CkaHep”
(Cankr-IletepOypr). llleliHpie ITO3BOHKU OBLIM pe-
KOHCTpPYyMpOBaHkbI B riporpamme Autodesk 3ds Max 9.0
U TSI KaXKJI0ro MO3BOHKA CO3/laHa TpexXMepHasi MO-
nenb. [TocKONbKY MCCleTOBaHHBIE MO3BOHKM TPU-
HaieXXaT OCoO0sIM pa3HOro pa3Mepa, TpeXMEpHBIe
MoOJIeJIM ObLIM MacIITabMpOBaHbI TaKUM OOpa3oM,
YTOOBI OHU TTOAXOIVIIM MO pa3Mepy 0CoOU, OT KOTO-
POt U3BeCTeH HanboJIee MOJIHbBI KOMITIEKC aTjlaHTa 1
anucTpodest. DTo BO3MOXKHO, TIOCKOJIbKY IIIMPUHA Me-
peIHeil COWICHOBHON MTOBEPXHOCTH MMO3BOHKA JTOJIK-
Ha COOTBETCTBOBATh IIIMPHUHE 3aJHEH COYWICHOBHOM
MOBEPXHOCTU MPEAbIAYILIEero Mo3BOHKA. B pesynbrare
MoJIydeHa MoYTH TOoJIHAsl TpeXMEPHasi MOJieJIb IIeHO-
ro OTIeJia MO3BOHOYHUKA OIHOM ocoou A. lancicollis

(puc. 2).

JlnnHa pekKoHCTpyupoBaHHOM 11en A. lancicollis
COCTaBJISIET IIPUMEPHO 55 cM (TIpU pacyeTe OT Haubo-
Jiee TIOJIHO coxpaHuBIIerocss VI mo3BoHKa IJIWHOMN
102 mMm). OtHocurenbHas miuHa (B % OT MJIMHBI
LIeAHOTO OTAea) IJisl UHAMBUAYATbHBIX TO3BOHKOB
caemytomast: 1 + 11 — 4.6%; 111 — 10.4%; 1V — 14.2%;
V — 28.4%; VI — 18.6%; VII — 10.9%; VIII — 9.2%;
IX — 3.8%. Takum o6pa3om, HanboJIee JTMHHBIM SIB-
JisietTcst V LIeiHbINM TO3BOHOK, BIIepeI M Ha3ad OT KO-
TOPOTO JJIMHA IIEHHBIX MO3BOHKOB YMEHbIIAETCS:
I+ II<III<IV<V>VI>VII > VIII > IX. Takas xe
(hopmyna 1melHbIX MO3BOHKOB ObL1a y Quetzalcoatlus
u Phosphatodraco (Steel et al., 1997; Pereda Suberbi-
ola et al., 2003), a TakxXe y Apyrux NTepPOdAKTUIOU-
IIOB, Y KOTOPBIX ITOCTaKCHUATbHEIE IIEAHBIE TO3BOHKU
pazmuanuchk no mmHe (Bennett, 2001). CxomHas
dopmysia coobiiagack misg Tupuxuara, BO3MOXHO
CECTPMHCKOTO TaKCOHa IS aXXJIapXWJ, MMEBIIETO
KopoTkue 1meitHble To3BoHKU: III < IV =V > VI > VII
(Kellner, 1995). 3Tum naHHBIM IPOTUBOPEYMT OITyO-
JIMKOBaHHasl peKoHCcTpyKuus Quetzalcoatlus (puc. 1;
Witton, 2007, puc. 3) ¢ ¢oopMyII0ii MEeHBIX IT03BOH-
koB III < IV <V < VI < VII > VIII > IX. ITockoabKy
OCHOBaHMUSI JJIs1 TAKO peKOHCTPYKILIMU He ObLIN 00b-
SICHEHBI, €€ IPUXOAUTCS CYNTATh COMHUTETBHOIA.

TpexmepHass Monenb IeiiHoro otaena A. lancicollis
MO3BOJISIET IPUMEPHO PEKOHCTPYUPOBATh B3aMMHOE
pacroyiokKeHne IIeHHBIX HO3BOHKOB IPYr OTHOCH-
TeJIbHO JIpyra B HEATPaJIbHOM! MO3ULIMU, TP KOTOPOM
LHEHTPbI CYCTaBHbIX HOBerHOCTCVI npe- 1 1nmocr3ura-
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Mo(h130B HAXOAUIUCH APYr IpoTuB apyra. [loaydyeH-
HbIe YIUIBI (Taba. 1) 3aMeTHO OTIMYAIOTCSI OT PEKOH-
crpykuuu JI.A. Hecosa (1991a), yactuuHO, BUAUMO,
M3-3a Pa3JIMIHOIO OIpeaeaeH s HEKOTOPBIX IIEHHBIX
MTO3BOHKOB.

IX 1reitHbIf MO3BOHOK OBLIT OTKJIOHEH BEHTpAaslb-
HO TIpUMEPHO Ha 15° MO OTHOUIEHUI0 K HOTaApUYMY
(coocen ¢ HotapuymoM 1o JI.A. HecoBy). JlaHHBI1
HaKJIOH HaZeXKHO PEeKOHCTPYUPYETCsI 110 B3auMopac-
MOJIOXKEeHUIO nocT3uranogusa [X meAHOro mo3BoH-
Ka u nipe3uramnodusa I rpynHoro nmozBoska. IToBepx-
HOCTHU 3THUX 3UTAINO(MU30B PACITOJOKEHBI TTOJ YTIJIOM
~40° K caruTTaJbHOM TIJIOCKOCTH, OBaJIbHOI (DOPMBI
U HeOoJiblllMe Mo pa3MmepaMm. Takoe IOJIOKEeHUE U
CTpOeHUE 3UTarnodu3oB JOMyCKAeT HeOOIbIIINE TB1-
JKEHUSI B MEXKITO3BOHKOBOM CYCTaBe B BEpTUKAJIbHOM
TUIOCKOCTHM U MOYTHU MOJTHOCTbIO UCKJTIOYAET JBUXKE-
HHE B TOPU3OHTAIBLHON MI0CKOCTU. BO3MOXHO, 1O-
JIBUKHOCTb MEXY TMOCIEIHUM IIEHHBIM U TIePBbIM
TPYAHBIM TMO3BOHKaMU Oblla TakKXe OrpaHuWYeHa
CBSI3KOW MEXIY OCTUCTBIMU OTPOCTKAMHU ITUX T1O-
3BOHKOB.

PexoncTpykums coequHeHust IX u VIII meiHbIx
MO3BOHKOB OOCTAaTOYHO YCJIOBHA, IIOCKOJIbKY Ha
ennHCTBeHHOM u3BecTHOM VIII mo3BoHKe oOTCyT-
CTBYIOT MOCT3UTAanO(hU3bl, U MBIIIETOK TeJIa TO3BOH-
Ka coxpaHuiicsl He mojHocThio. Hecos (1991a) pe-
KoHcTpyupyeT HakioH VIII mo3BoHKa BeHTpaJbHO
Ha 25° nmo cpaBHeHUIoO ¢ ocklo IX mo3BoHkKa. 1o Ha-
muM gaHHbIM, VIII mefiHbIi MO3BOHOK JOJKEH ObLT
OBITb pa3BEepPHYT OOpcajbHO (IpUMEpHO Ha 17°) 1Mo
oTHomeHu1o K IX mo3BoHKy. OO0 3TOM CBUAETE/b-
CTBYET JOBOJBHO 3HAYUTEIBHBINA YTOJ MEXIY OCBIO
Tejla MO3BOHKa (PEKOHCTPYUPYEMO) W HaIlpaBjIeH-
HOII MOCTEpPOAOpPCATIbHO OCBHIO MBIIIENKA Tejia To-
3BOHKA, a TaKXKE€ CyCTaBHAsl IIOBEPXHOCTH IIpe3Ura-
nodwuza IX meiHoro mMo3BoHKa, HAKJIOHEHHASI IIPU-
MepHO Ha 60° Kk carurragpHoil Inrockoctu. K
coxajeHuto, npesuranodus IX meiHoro No3BoHKa
COXpaHWJICSI He IMOJHOCTBIO, YTO HE ITO3BOJISIET CY-
JIUTh O pa3Maxe ABMKEHUI B 9TOM cycTaBe. Bo3amoxk-
Ho, Mexxay VIII u IX meiHbIMM MO3BOHKAMU IMaria-
30H BepPTUKAJILHBIX IBXKEHUN ObLI MaKCUMAJIbHBIN
cpeay Bcex MeXXITO3BOHKOBBIX CYCTaBOB IIIEITHOTO OT-
nena. Octuctelit orpocToK VIII 1meifiHoro rmo3BoHkKa
st A. lancicollis He U3BeCTeH, OMHAKO Y IPYIUX axK-
mapxun (Pereda Suberbiola et al., 2003, puc. 3) oH
OBLI BBICOKMI 1 CMEIlIeH K 3aAHeMy KoHI1y. Ha cpen-
HEIIeHBIX MO3BOHKAX OCTUCTBIA OTPOCTOK IIpaK-
TUYECKU PEAyLIMPOBaH, IIO3TOMY IIOABEM BCEU IIeU
MOT ITPOMCXOJUTh 32 CUET COKPALIEHUS MBI MEXK-
ny octucteiMu oTpocTkamMu VIII u IX mreliHbIx mo-
3BOHKOB 1 HOTapuyMa.

VII u VIII urefiHbple MO3BOHKU OBLIM COOCHBIMM
110 HalMM JaHHBIM (HakJioH Ha 3° mo Hecoy).
Octucteiii orpoctok VII 1IeifHOTO MO3BOHKA 3aHU-
MaJl BCIO JUIMHY HEBpPaJbHOM IyTW, HO, BUIUMO, OBbLI
HEBBICOKUM.
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Taoauna 1. Yron Hak/I0HA OcH Yepera U LIEeMHbIX TO3BOH-
KoB Azhdarcho lancicollis OTHOCUTEJILHO OCH MO3aaueKa-
11IeTO TI03BOHKA B HEUTPaJIbHOW MO3ULIMY (+ BbIIIIE OCU, —
HIXE OCH)

ITo Hecony (1991a) Haiwu nanHeie

yepen +20° ?
1+11 —10° —17°
11 0° +7°
v —15° +17°
\" +25° +20°
VI —2° -20°
VII —3° 0°
VIII —25° +17°
X 0° —15°

Crnenyomuii 13rud 1meu NpuxoausIcs Ha CycTaB
mexny VI m VII meitapiMu mmo3BoHkamu. IlepBrrit
ObLT pa3BepHYT BeHTpajbHO MpuMepHo Ha 20° 1o
CcpaBHEHMIO co BTOpBIM (Ha 2° mo HecoBy; B ero pac-
HOPsKEHUU He ObLT0 1ies1oro VI mo3BoHKa). DTOT Ha-
KJIOH OIpeAessieTcsl, IPexXe BCEro, TeM, UTO 3aIHSIsI
yacTh VI 11efiHOro mMo3BOHKA pacriojioxkeHa Mo yr-
JIOM K TeJly MO3BOHKA, TOTJA KaK y APYTMX LIEHHBIX
1o3BoHKOB (I11—V) nepennuii M 3aMHUI KOHLIBI pac-
MOJIOXXEHbI Ha OOHOI JTUHMHU. JlaibHeAIINiI HaKJIOH
BHM3 CTOMNOPWJICS MOIIHBIMUA 3K3anopuszamu VI
1IeifHOro no3BoHka. IlogbeM BBepX 1 OOKOBBIC JBU-
JKEHUSI B 3TOM CyCTaBe MOTJIU ObITh 3HAYUTEbHBIMU.
OO0 5TOM, B YaCTHOCTH, CBMAETEIbCTBYET OTHOCH-
TEJIbHO BBICOKUI 3aJHUI OCTUCTHIN OoTpocToK VI mo-
3BOHKA.

V 1IeiiHbI TTO3BOHOK OBLT pa3BEepHYT JOPCATIBLHO
npumepHo Ha 20° otHocuTebHO ocu VI mo3BoHKa (Ha
25° mo HecoBy). CowieHeHue OBUIO JOCTATOYHO I0-
JIBIDKHBIM B BEPTUKAJIBHOM IJIOCKOCTH, CYAS MO BbI-
MYKJIBIM HOBEPXHOCTSIM TIpe3uranoduson VI meitHo-
O TT03BOHKA.

IV 1ieiiHbIlA TTO3BOHOK OBbLI TakXke pa3BEepPHYT
BBepx (Ha 17°) OTHOCUTEBLHO MO3aau JeXKalllero mo-
3BOHKA (IToBepHyYT BHM3 Ha 15° mo HecoBy; omHako
€IUHCTBEHHBIN nMeroiuiicsd IV meidHbIi T03BOHOK
A. lancicollis 66171 eMy He u3BecTeH, 1 3a IV mo3BoHOK
oH npuHumMai ¢pparmeHTH 111 mo3BoHka). YHUKAB-
HOIT 0c00eHHOCTBIO [V 1meiitHOro mMo3BOHKA SBJISIETCS
MOJIOXKEHNE ero IMoCT3Uranodus3oB, Ybd CyCTaBHbIC
MOBEPXHOCTU TIOYTU MEPIEHAUKYJISIPHBI OCHU IO-
3BOHKa. BO3MOXHO, B 3TOM cycTaBe Auaria3oH Bep-
TUKAJIbHBIX IBUXKEHWI ObLJT MAKCUMATBLHBIM JIJIsI BCE-
ro 1IeHOro oTaea.

1I1 1mrediHBIA ITO3BOHOK TaKXKe pa3BEPHYT IOP-
caJIbHO TIpUMEPHO Ha 7° MO OTHOIIEeHUIO K ocu IV
no3BoHKa (0° mo HecoBy). BepTukanbHble ABUKEHUS
OBUTM BO3MOXKHBI, HO, BUIMMO, HEOOIBIITE TI0 aM-
TUIUTYC.
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Kommnekce atnanTa-snmcTpodest, HampoTUB, OBIIT
pa3BepHYT BHU3 1o oTHouleHuIo K I11I mefiHoMy mo-
3BOHKY Ha 17° (10° mo HecoBy). JITMHHBIE BOTHYTO-
BBIIIYKJIBIE CYCTaBHBIE ITOBEPXHOCTU 3UTano¢pu3oB
obecreuynBaiui 3HAUUTEIbHBIE BEPTUKAIbHBIE CMeE-
ILIEHUSI B 3TOM CYCTaBe.

Yepen A. lancicollis Heu3BecTeH. Y Ipyrux ax-
JIapXuJl 3aTbUIOYHbBIN MBIIIEI0K ObLT OPUEHTUPOBAH
non yriaom 90° k nponoJsibHOU ocu yeperna (Kellner,
Langston, 1996; Unwin, Lii, 1997). Ecnu To e cripa-
BEJIMBO JUJISI aXKIapXx0, B HEUTpaJbHOM MO3ULIMU €0
roJioBa ObUTa HaIIpaBJIicHA TIPAKTHIECKN BEPTUKAIb-
HO BHU3.

B HeitTpasbHOM TTO3UITNM TS aXXIapxo ObLIa He
MpsIMOIA, KakK IITaHTa, KaK ee OObIYHO PEKOHCTPYH-
pyiot (puc. 1), a UMesa CUHYCOMTAIbHBINA TPOGUIb,
BorHyra BeHTpaJbHO Mexny V u VI u VIII u IX mo-
3BOHKaMH 1 BBITHYTa gopcajibHo Mexxny VI u VII mo-
3BOHKaMM. 3aTbUIOYHBINM MBIIIEJOK pacloarajics
BBINIIE YpOBHS HOTapuyMma. CoBMeCTHasl ITOIBIIK-
HOCTb BCEX IIEMHBIX MTO3BOHKOB ITO3BOJIsIA M3MeE-
HSTb BEPTUKAIBHOE MOJIOXKEHUE IOJI0BbI B IIIMPOKUX
npeneiax (puc. 2). JaapHeUIINii ITOBOPOT MO3BOH-
KOB BHM3 OBIT HEBO3MOXKEH 13-32 OTpaHUIMBAIOIIE-
ro JeWCTBUSI MOCTIK3arnodu3oB. [ToBOpoT MO3BOH-
KOB BBEpX BHIIIE MOJIOXEHUS, ITOKAa3aHHOTO Ha
puc. 2, a, OTpaHUIMBAJICS CTPOCHUEM 3UTarIoDU30B.

ITonmyyeHHBIe JaHHBIE COOTBETCTBYIOT BHIBOIY 00
OrpaHUYECHHOM TTOABVKHOCTU IICHHBIX IMO3BOHKOB
axkgapxuja B cpeHeM U TepeaHeM otaenax (Witton,
Naish, 2008). OgHako 3aMeTHOE crudaHue IIeu MOT-
JIO IPOUCXOIUTD B 3aTHEM OTJIEeJIe, OCOOEHHO MEXIY
IX mreitHBIM TTO3BOHKOM 1 HOTapuyMoM (puc. 2). Ta-
KOe crubaHue MOTJIO U3MEHSTH ITOJIOXKEHHE TOJIOBBI
OT BEPTUKAJIBHOTO IO TIOUTH TOPU30HTAIIBHOTO.

CTPATEI'MA ITUTAHUA
N OBPA3 XKN3HU AXIAPXN

IMo aHajmoruu ¢ COBPEMEHHBIMU JIIUHHOILLIEUMU
rpupamu  (Aegypiinae), mpeamosarajioch, 4TO
Quetzalcoatlus muTanuch Naganbio, B YaCTHOCTU TPY-
naMmu n1uHo3aBpoB (Lawson, 1975). 1o V. JIaHrcTOHY
(Langston, 1981; Lehman, Langston, 1996), Quetzal-
coatlus muTaNIMCh MOJITIOCKAMU Y YWICHUCTOHOTUMU,
KOTOPBIX JOOBIBAJIM KOHYMKAMU CBOMX MUHIIETOO0-
PAa3HBIX YETIOCTEN, 30HAUPYI TPYHT Ha PEUHOM WU
03epHOM MeJIKoBoabe. MIX 111est, omHako, He ObLia
CTOJIb MMOJABMXXHOM KakK Y TpU(MOB, UTO TPaKTUIECCKU
MOJIHOCTBIO MCKJITIIOYaeT 30HAupoBaHue rpyHTta (He-
coB, 1991a, 6; Wellnhofer, 1991; Witton, 2007). ITana-
JIesIACHUE TSl aXKAapXU1 Heb3sl MOJTHOCThIO UCKITIO-
unth. CoBpeMeHHEIe Mapady (Leptoptilos, Ciconi-
idae) mnwMTalOTCA TIPEUMYIIECTBEHHO  Magaiblo
(H.B. 3ei1eHKOB, TUYH. COODIII.), OTHAKO OHU UMEIOT
ropaszo 6oJiee KOPOTKYIO I1I€10, COCTOSIIIYIO U3 00JIb-
IIIETO KOJIMYECTBA TO3BOHKOB, U HE TIOAXOMIT B Kaue-
CTBE MOJEJIU JJII MATAHUS aXKIapXUI.

ITo HecoBy (1991a-B; cMm. Takxe Kellner, Lang-
ston, 1996; Osi et al., 2005), Azhdarcho u apyrue ax-
JapXyuabl ObLUIU pHIOOSIAHBIMU. BoJiblast qrMHa 1meu
MO3BOJISLIAa MM JOJITO JIETETh HAJl BOIOU B CTallMOHAP-
HOM I10 BBICOTE€ OXOTHUYbEM II0JIETE, KacasiCh BOJbI
KOHIIAMM COMKHYTBIX YEJIIOCTEM U JIepKa TYJIOBUILIE
JIIOBOJIBHO OajJIeKO OT ee ImoBepxHocTU. [lo MHEHMIO
Hecosa, nporpeccuBHoe yBeJIWUYEHUE IJIMHBI IIEH-
HBIX ITO3BOHKOB B 3BOJIIOLIMM aXKIAPXUI CBSI3aHO C
COBEPIICHCTBOBAHMEM 3TOM OXOTHUYbEH CTPATETUM.
Hna axmapxuga Bakonydraco ¢ oTHOCUTEIBHO KO-
POTKOM U BBICOKOU POCTPAJIbHOW 4YaCThI0 HUXKHEU
YeJIIOCTH IIPEAIloiarajaoch NMUTaHUE PhIOOM M, BO3-
MoxHo, ¢ppykramu (Osi et al., 2005). g Quetzal-
coatlus mpearnonaragachk CTpaTeruss KOpMOJI0ObIBa-
HMSI, CXOOAHAsI C COBpeMeHHBIMU Bogope3amu (Rhyn-
chops) u3 pxkaHKOOOpa3HBIX: JKUBOTHOE JIETAJIO HAJ,
ITOBEPXHOCTBIO BOABI, OIIYCTUB KOHUMK KJII0Ba B BOAY
JUUISI 30HAMPOBAHUS U ITOCJIEIYIOIIETO BhIXBATBIBAHUS
noobruu (Prieto, 1998).

B mocnenHee BpeMsi pacnpOCTpaHWIOCH TIpeli-
CTaBJICHHUE, YTO aXIapXuAbl ObUI CYyTy0O Ha3eMHbI-
MU XKMBOTHBIMM, KOPMMBIIMMUCS Ha CYIIE MK 00-
Jiote mogooHo auctam (Witton, 2007; Witton, Naish,
2008). Takast peKOHCTpPYKLIMsI 0Opa3a >KM3HU axKaap-
XU COITIACYeTCsI CO MHOTMMHU MX aHATOMUYECKUMU
OCOOCHHOCTSIMM, TPYIHOOOBSICHUMBIMHU TIPU APYTUX
MHTEpIIpeTauusIX: IIUHHbIE 3aJHUEe KOHEYHOCTH, O~
PU30HTAILHOE MOJIOXKEHME TYJI0BHUIIA BO BpeMs Ha-
3€MHOM JIOKOMOLIMM, IJIMHHAsI TOPU30HTaIbHAS 1Ies
W MIOYTHY BepTUKAJIbHAS TIOCTAHOBKA Yeperna, Mpu Ko-
TOpPOM KOHIBI YEJIOCTEM HNpUOIMXKEHBI K 3eMIIE.
JInnHHas 3KecTKas 1Ies TTIoMorajia OCTUTaTh JOOBIIy
B MECTax, KyJaa >)KMBOTHOEC HE MOIJIO IMoracTb, HaIlIpn-
Mep, B 6oJiee IIyOOKMX JacTsx Bogoema. O Impenmy-
IIIECTBEHHO HA3¢eMHOM 00pa3e >KM3HU CBHUACTEIIb-
CTBYIOT TakK:K€ TIPOTIOPLIMU UX KPBUILEB. Y axKIapXu
ObLIM CPaBHUTEJIbHO KOPOTKHUE MEPeaHUE KOHEUHO-
cTu (B YaCTHOCTH, 3a CUYET OYeHb KOPOTKOI YeTBEp-
TOH (hajlaHT'¥ YETBEPTOTO Tajblia Kpbljia) U JJTMHHbIE
3aHUEe KOHEYHOCTH, JIMHHEE, YeM Y APYTUX KPYH-
HBIX IITepodakTUiIonaoB. COOTBETCTBEHHO, KPBLIO,
00pa3oBaHHOE KOXKMCTOW MEPENMOHKOM MEXKIy Iie-
PEIHUMU U 3aJHUMU KOHEUHOCTSIMU, ObLIO KOPOT-
KMM ¥ IIMpoKuM. Takas ¢popma KpbLia XapakKTepHa
JUTSE IITULL, CTaTAYECKU MapsIUX C TTIOMOIIbIO BOCXO-
JSIIIMX TTOTOKOB TEIJIOro BO3AyXa Hal cylleit (cTep-
BSITHUKH, KOHIOPbI). Y JAPYIrUX KPYIHbIX MTEPOAAK-
tunouaos (Pteranodontidae, Ornithocheiridae) me-
pelHue KOHEYHOCTW ObLIM JJIMHHBbIE, a 3aaHue
KOPOTKHE, YTO 00eCIIeurMBaJIO yY3Kyl0 (hopMy Kphblia,
XapaKTePHYIO IS IITUL, TMHAMWYECKHU TapsIuux Hafg
mopeM (anbbarpoc). Takke B MOJIb3y Ha3eMHOTO 00-
pa3za XW3HM axXIapXuja CBUACTEIILCTBYET HAXOXKIE-
HHUE MX OCTAaTKOB B MPEUMYIIECTBEHHO KOHTHHEH-
TaJIBHBIX OTJIOXKEHUSIX, TOTAA KaK APYTUMX KPYITHBIX
NTEePOIAKTUIONIOB HAXOASIT B MOPCKUX U TIPUOpexX-
HBIX oTioxeHusax (Witton, Naish, 2008). Brickazbi-
BaJIOCh JaX€ MHCHHE, YTO aKAapXuUabl MOIJIAU OBITh
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pacmpocTpaHeHbl B apUAHBIX 0OCTAaHOBKAX WJIN JIe-
CUCTBIX MECTHOCTSIX, TUIIIEHHBIX KPYITHBIX BOJOEMOB
(Witton, 2007).

IMpencraBneHus 0 MPEeUMYIIECTBEHHO Ha3eMHOM
o0pase XKM3HU axJaapxuj TpeOyloT HEKOTOPO Kop-
peKTUPOBKU. JlefiCTBUTEILHO, OOJBIIMHCTBO MECTO-
HAXOXACHUM aXXIapXua MPUYpOYeHO K KOHTUHEH-
TaJIbHLIM  (IIOBUAIBLHBIM  OTJIOKeHUusIM  (Witton,
Naish, 2008). OTu 00CTAaHOBKM TPYIHO OTHECTH K
apuaHbIM. [TpakTUYecKu B KaxKIOM MECTOHAXOXIIe-
HUM ObLJ1a KpyMHas peka, pexe o3epo. Pazpuras peu-
Has ceTb ObL1a, B YaCTHOCTH, Ha MecTe (hopMUPOBa-
HUs popmaliuu XaBeiarHa B Texace, OTKyaa U3BECT-
Hbl  (parMeHTapHble ckeiaeTbl  Quetzalcoatlus
(Lehman, Langston, 1996; Kellner, Langston, 1996).
OTO MEeCTOHAXOXICHME HAaX0IMJIOCh MpuMepHO B 400
KM OT Onwxkaifiero 6epera mops (Witton, Naish,
2008). Bo3aM0OXHO, 3TO MECTO MCIIOJIL30BaJIOCh B Ka-
yecTBe THe300BoM KomoHun Quetzalcoatlus. Oounne
monoau Azhdarcho B (aioBUAIbHBIX OTIOXKEHMSIX
OMCCEeKTMHCKOM CBUTHI Y30€KMCTaHa TakKXKe MOXKET
CBUJIETEJILCTBOBATh O MPUYPOUYEHHOCTU MECT pas-
MHOXeHUsI K KpynHoul peke (Hecos, 19910; Averi-
anov, 2010). [Ipmypo4eHHOCTh OCTAaTKOB axKAapXUJI K
KPYITHBIM BOJIOEMaM MPOTUBOPEYUT MPEICTABICHUIO
O BOJHO-0OJIOTHOM MX Oo0Opa3e XXWU3HMW. TakKe Mpu
KOPMJIEHUMM Ha 00JIoTaxX aXkKAapXulbl JOJLKHbBI OBbITh
OYEHb YSI3BUMBbI TSI XMIIHUKOB, TTOCKOJIbKY MX Ha-
3eMHasl JIOKOMOIIMsSI, OoJjiee COBepllleHHas, 4eM Y
JIPYTUX TITePOJaKTUIOUIOB, OblIa BCE XK€ HeaocTa-
TOYHA JJIs1 CITACeHUsI OT OBICTPO OerarrX XUIIHbBIX
JIIMHO3aBpOB. Bpsm v ruraHTCKUe aXxmapXuabl MOT-
JIV TIOAHUMATbCS Ha KPbUIO ¢ MeCTa, a IMpodexKa s
Habopa CKOpOCTU Ha 0os10Te 3aTpymHuTebHa. Kop-
MOJIOOBIBaHME MOJDKHO ObLIO 3aHUMAaTh CYIIIECTBEH-
HOE MEeCTO B OlOJKeTe BpEMEHU BTUX KPYMHBIX XKHU-
BOTHBIX C BLICOKMM YPOBHEM MeTa0011M3Ma, BO3MOX-
HO, TETJIOKPOBHBIX.

Cnaboe pasBUTHE XKeBaTeJIbHOU MYCKYJIATyphl U
TOHKME, TTUHLIETOINOAO0HbBIE YENIOCTU aXXIAapXUll
CBUJIETEJILCTBYIOT, YTO 3TU XUBOTHbBIE ITUTAJINCH HE-
OOJBIIMMU, MaJIO U COBCEM HEMOIBVKHBIMU KU~
BoTHbIMU (Witton, Naish, 2008). I1lpu aHanuse oco-
OeHHOCTell ueperna axXaapXul yKa3aHHbIE aBTOPbI
VITYCTUJIA U3 BHUMAaHMSI HaJIM4Ue BUHTOBOTO CycTaBa
y aXXIapxXui, XapaKTepHOTo TakxKe TSI TITepPaHOIOH -
tan (Wellnhofer, 1980; Averianov, 2010; Buffetaut
etal., 2011). ITo aHanoruu c me1mKaHaMu, BAUHTOBOM
CyCTaB IITEPO3aBPOB MOXET CBUACTEIbCTBOBATH O Ha-
JIMYUM Y HUX TOPJIOBOTO Melika. Bo3aMoxkHoO, axaap-
XUIBI BOOOIIE He KACAJIUCh ITUIIEBBIX 00hEKTOB KOH-
IaMM 4eJIIOCTe!, a JOBWIN UX “cauyKoM”, 00pa30BaH-
HbIM BETBSIMU HMXXHEH 4YeJIOCTU U TOPJOBBIM
MelIKoM. B TakoMm citydae HanGosiee BEpOSITHBIM MU~
IIeBBIM OOBEKTOM OyIeT pbiba. B mork3y Takoi Kop-
MOJI0OBIBAOIIIE CTpPAaTeTMU CBUACTEIbCTBYET TAKXKe
cTpoeHMe IlieiiHoro otaena (cM. Beiie). CorjgacHo
MpeaiaraeMoii 31ech TUIIOTe3e, aXKAaPXUIbl MeIJICH-
HO JIeTaJIu HajJ BOOHON IMOBEPXHOCTHIO KPYITHBIX
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KOHTHHEHTAJIbHBIX BOJOEMOB (peKa, 03epo), BO3-
MOXXHO TakKKe Haj NPpUOpPEXHBIMU Y4aCTKaMHU MO-
peii, BEIcMaTpUBasi phIOy MU HeOOJbIIME CTau PbIO
Ha HeOONbIION TIIyOMHE. YBUAEB JOOBIYY, OHU pac-
KpBIBaJIA POT, pa3aBUTasl IPU 3TOM T'OPJIOBOIT MEIIIOK
6arogapsi BAHTOBOMY YEIIOCTHOMY CYCTaBY, U JIOBU-
JIN pBIOY B CAY0OK, 0O0pa30BaHHBII BETBIMU YETIOCTEIA
1 TOPJIOBBIM MellIKoM. TTocsie 3Toro rojaosa pe3Kko 3a-
MPOKUIBIBANIACH 334 CUET pa3rMOaHUs IIIeu B 3agHEM
oTaene, U oObIYa IIporiaThiBalach.
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Reconstruction of the Neck of Azhdarcho lancicollis and Lifestyle of Azhdarchids
(Pterosauria, Azhdarchidae)

A. O. Averianov

A computer reconstruction of isolated cervical vertebrae of Azhdarcho lancicollis from the Turonian of
Uzbekistan allows three-dimensional model of the cervical region of the vertebral column of this animal. The
relative length of cervical vertebrae (I + Il < Il < IV <V > VI > VII > VIII > IX) is the same as in pterodac-
tyloids with short cervical vertebrae. An increase in neck length is provided mostly by the middle cervical ver-
tebrae (IV—VI). In a neutral posture, the neck of azhdarchids was not straight, as often reconstructed, but
S-shaped, with the maximum angles between the V—VI (20°), VI-VII (20°), and VIII-IX (17°) vertebrae.
The feeding strategy of azhdarchids was probably similar to that of pelicans. In a search for prey, azhdarchids
were soaring above the water surface of large inland or nearshore marine water bodies. Their prey (predomi-
nantly fish) was captured by the widely open mouth and fell into the throat sac, the presence of which is sug-
gested by the spiral jaw joint. Prey was swallowed during the abrupt neck flexion in the posterior segment,
which brought the head in an almost horizontal position. A storklike wading ecology for azhdarchids is less
probable, because these clumsy on land animals were vulnerable to terrestrial predators.

Keywords: azhdarchid pterosaurs, neck reconstruction, paleobiology
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